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The Value of Phra Sarasasana Palakhandh’s Directory of Siamese Authors

And List of Siamese Literature to the Study of Thai Literature
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Abstract
This research is the study on the two manuscripts of Phra Sarasasana Balakhandh (Colonel
Gerolamo Emilio Gerini) namely “Tam Niab Nak Kian” (List of Siamese Writers) and “Rai Chue
Wannakadee Siam” (List of Siamese Literature). Gerini is an Italian coming to serve the Siamese
Court in the Fifth Reign, who later became the General Director of the Siamese Military Education.
These manuscripts compile the information about Siamese literature from the 13" t0 19" centuries
A.D., which suggest that the compiler intended to take an historical approach to the subject matters.

The researchers found that Gerini used modern paradigm in collecting, classifying and recording his
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findings. He searched for information from both primary and secondary sources: oral history, printed
matters and documents, including a contemporary poet’s autobiography. Gerini recorded dates,
author’s names, titles of literature with notes on specific points; supplements and comments are
provided from time to time. Thus, we can say that Gerini is the first Western scholar who tries to
make a systematic record of the history of Siamese literature.

“Tam Niab Nak Kian” and “Rai Chue Wannakadee Siam” are valuable in two aspects. Firstly,
they form a part of the evidence which is useful for literary investigation. There are also names and
tittes never before found elsewhere, which those interested in Thai literature can make further studies
on. Secondly, they serve as evidence of modern methodology on research of Thai literature which he

introduced into Siam.

Key words: Phra Sarasasana Palakhandh, Gerini, Siamese Literature
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