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THE LITERARY VALUES OF KHUN CHANG KHUN
PHAEN DRAMA AUTHORED BY SOMDET PHRA
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Abstract

This research aimed at investigating the literary values of Khun Chang Khun Phaen Drama
authored by Somdet Phra Bawonratchao Maha Sakdiphonlasep in two episodes: Episode 1 -
Khun Phaen visited Wanthone’s house after his return from the war, the jealousness between
Wanthong and Laothong occurred and Khun Phaen returned to his home town and Episode
2 ~ Khun Phaen cried for Lao Thong but recalled Wanthong, he abducted Wanthong to the
wood as well as reflecting the relation between the literature and the play.

According to the research results, these two episodes were recognized for their full
literary values in light of word and text levels. With respect to the former, it included the
word selection and the play on sound patterns and words, while the latter involved the use
of fieure of speech and signs, besides, the Thai traditional literary tastes in relation with the
performance, namely, praise of beauty, writing for courtship, expressing of anger and melan-
cholic mood were also reflected. The sense of humor, one of the important characteristics
of Lakhon-Nok Play, was also found because these two episodes were in the style of Lakhon-
Nok Play, which was notable for the use of simple folk languace, rapid development of story

and expression of entertainment.

Keywords: Literary Values, Khun Chang Khun Phaen, Somdet Phra Bawonratchao Maha
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