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Sam Tra Narrations in the Ceremony to Pay Respect to Nang Yai

Teachers: Thai Literature in the Ritual Dimension
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Abstract

This research aimed to exarnine Sam Tra Narrations in the ceremony to pay respect to
Nang Yai (Larse Shadow Puppet) teachers. Only four literary styles of them remained in the present
time. Their styles and contents were thus studied and analyzed, while the analysis of the role of
Sam Tra Narrations in the ceremony to pay respect to Nang Yai teachers was conducted on the basis
of sorne examples of Nang Yai performance records from the Fine Arts Department, Khanon Temple
(Ratchaburi Province) and Sawane Arom Termple (Sine Buri Province).

Accordine to the research results, all four literary styles of Sam Tra Narrations concerned
the sacred scripts used in the ceremony to pay respect to Nang Yai teachers so they interrelated with
three master puppet fisures, namely, Hermit Sage (Rishi), Shiva and Narayana. In particular, Sam Tra

Narrations were composed in Thai poetic styles of Kabchabang 16 and Kabyanee 11. However, only

Kabchabang 16 narrations were chosen in the present time for the ceremony to pay respect to
Nang Yai teachers, while their contents were also shortened. Among the four literary styles of
Sam Tra Narrations, the third one was preferred pecause it disseminated the contents involving all
three master puppet figures. The main contents consisted of five parts: 1) Paying Respect to the
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Teachers, 2) Nang Yai Performance Techniques, 3) Puppel Figure IMaking Techniques, 4) Blessing and
Curses for the Audiences and 5) Miscellaneous Part. in spite of Sarn Tra Narrations’ importance as the
literature that perfectly kept knowledee on Nang Yai Performance, their roles currently tended to be
reduced because Nang Yai Performance now put the emphasis on the demonstration of overture and
on the performance resulting in the lack of the ritual dimension. One could thus say that
the knowledge on the ceremony to pay respect to the teachers may likely contribute to the future

NG

study of its common characteristics among the ASEARN member countries.
Keywords : Sarm Tra Narrations; Nang Yai; Ramakien; Cerermony to Pay Respect to the Teachers
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