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Pathomsombodhi at Wat Tong Pu: The Relationship between Painting and
Biography of the Buddha
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the mural painting of Pathomsombodhi at Wat Tong Pu in Lopburi
by comparing to the biography of the Buddha and to study the relation of the Pathomsombodhi

painting to the community.

It was found that in the past, Wat Tong Pu was the Mon’s temple and there was the Mon village

nearby. At present time, all people in the community around Wat Tong Pu are Thai
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It was found that in the past, Wat Tong Pu was the Mon’s temple and there was the Mon village
nearby. At present time, all people in the community around Wat Tong Pu are Thai Buddhist. The
Pathomsombodhi on the walls of Wihan Phra Sri Ariya was painted with powder colour by a local artist
in the early Rattanakosin period about the reign of King Rama IV. There are 14 interior bays between
the windows which can be divided into 3 groups: (1) The biography of the Buddha which some
episodes selected for painting that are The 4 divine good omens, Leaving the palace, Entering the
monkhood, Receiving the auspicious Mathupayas offering, Vowing to float the blank Payas’s tray,
Preaching the Sermon to the Major Five Disciples, In the Chetawan temple and Wandering for teaching
Dharma. (2) The related stories which some parts cited in Buddhist canon and commentary that are the
story of Pra Malai and a monk examines a dead body. (3) The local life of Lopburi and the folktale from
religious saying. Some pictures are not in sequence. The painting can be noticed as the folk art which
it’s composition is simply and many details are cut off. However, all pictures signify the same main ideas
that are the trust in Lord Buddha’s conduct, in his Sermon and religious belief. The mural painting of
Pathomsombodhi in Wat Tong Pu could have been managed for social education in former times to

nowadays.

Key Words: Pathomsombodhi, mural painting, Wat Tong Pu
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